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made himself king of the country, and subsequently conquered the
Tolaing kingdom of Pegu and slew the Talaing king. He next
raised a large army and invaded Martaban, successfully capturing
and laying waste the capital after a siege lasting six months. He
then returned to Pegu, and, advancing up the Irrawaddy, captured
Proine, and attempted the conquest of Ava. Two years later he
invaded Slain, but was suddenly recalled by rebellion in Pegu.
Hurrying back, he put down the revolt with his Burmese troops,
but was assassinated in the hour of his triumph.

The story of this man is typical, and reveals the general condi-
tions of life in Burma from remote ages down to our own times ;
it is consequently unnecessary to enter into detail about the reigns
of his immediate successors.

During the early years of the eighteenth century the Talaing
kings of Pegu conquered Ava. About 1755, however, a man of
low origin, known as Alompra, the hunter, headed a popular insur-
rection, and sweeping down the Irrawadcly, threw off the Talaing
yoke, subverted the Talaing dynasty, and founded a maritime
capital at Bangoon* The English at that time had a factory at
Negrais, off the coast, and the merchants were weak enough to
court the friendship of Alompra, while selling ammunition to the
Talaings. Alompra was informed of their misdeeds, and the result
was that nearly every Englishman at Negrais was massacred by
the Burmese.

At the end of 1759, Alompra invaded Siamese territories, and
captured Mergui and Tenasserim. From here he advanced on the
Siamese capital, but being seized with a mortal sickness he gave
orders for a retreat, hoping to regain his own country and arrange
about the succession, so that there should be no dispute after his
death. He, however, died on the way, on 15th May 1760, before
he had attained his fiftieth year. A petty farmer, he had raised
himself to the throne of his country and established a dynasty
which until lately reigned in Burma. He found his country con-
quered and oppressed by a foreigner; he left it extending from
Mergui to Manipux.

The successors of Alompra followed in his steps. His second son,
Sheng-hpyu-sheng, invading Siam, annihilated the Siamese army
and captured the capital, the Siamese taking an oath of fidelity
and agreeing to pay an annual tribute to the Burman rulers.
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